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THE next MONTHLY MEETING of the Association,will be held on 
Friday, November 2nd, at 8 P.M., at the London Institution, when 
Papers will be read on “ Richard Porson as a Librarian,” by Mr. 
KE. M. Borraso; and on the ‘ Popular Libraries of Paris,” by the 
Hon. Secretary. 





The Council have determined, in pursuance of the resolution 
earried at Liverpool, to enlarge the MontHLY Nores with the new 
year. They will be issued under the title of “The Library Chronicle: 
a Journal of Librarianship and Bibliography. Published by the 
Library Association of the United Kingdom.” 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING AT LIVERPOOL, 


THE Sixth Annual Meeting of the Association was held at Liverpool 
in the Lecture Theatre of the Free Public Library, William Brown 
Street, on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, the 11th, 
12th, 13th and 14th of September, under the presidency of Sir 
JAMES Picton, Chairman of the Free Library Committee. About 
120 members attended besides associates, 

The first day’s proceedings were opened at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, 
when Sir JAMES Picton took the chair, and called upon the 
Honorary Secretary to announce the names of those gentlemen who 
being engaged in library administration had joined the Association 
since the last monthly meeting,* or not being librarians were now 
proposed by the Council for immediate election. 





* The names already announced in Monthly Notes, p, 102, are not repeated here. 
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The following gentlemen were then declared members of the 
Association :—Mr. T. J. Agar,9, Bucklersbury, E.C.; Mr. J. E. Bailey, 
Stretford, Manchester ; Mr. Ambrose Berry, Librarian, Free Public 
Library, Oldham; Mr. F. Poingdestre Carrel, Rozel, Sydenham ; 
Mr. James Collister,* Assistant-Librarian, Free Public Library, Liver- 
pool; Mr. C. F. Courtney, Free Library, Derby; Miss Hannah 
Eteson, Librarian, Free Library, Blackpool; Mr. Halley, Free Library, 
Macclesfield ; Mr. E. B. H. Horace, Clerk of the School Board, Liver- 
pool ; Mr. W. Henman, 38, Bennett’s Hill, Birmingham; Mr. D. F. 
Howorth, Ashton-under-Lyne; Mr. Alex. Ireland, Inglewood, 
Bowdon; Mr. Richard Lea, Vice-Chairman, Free Library, Wigan ; 
Mr. ‘I. F. Millington, Liverpool ; Mr. T. W. Newman, Atkinson Free 
Library, Southport; Mr. J. O. Nicholson, Upton Mount, Macclesfield ; 
Mr. R. Nicholson, Chairman, Free Library, Southport; Mr. J. J. 
Ogle, Assistant-librarian, Free Reference Library, Nottingham ; the 
Mayor of Wigan (Alderman Henry Park); Mr. J. E. L. Pickering, 
Librarian, Inner Temple Library, London, E.C.; Mr. F. 8. Powell, 
Horton Old Hall, Bradford ; and Mr. Jno. Southward, 39, Hatherley 
Street, Liverpool. 

The following gentlemen were enrolled as Associates for the 
Liverpool meeting :—Rev. J. Bell-Cox, St. Margaret’s, Prince’s Road, 
Liverpool; Rev. Edward Hassan, 2, Olive Mount, Wavertree ; Prof. 
A. R. Forsyth, University College, Liverpool ; Prof. J. Campbell 
Brown, University College, Liverpool; Mr. Thomas Snape, 10, 
Kinglake Street, Liverpool; Mr. J. F. Rogers, 15, Victoria Street, 
Liverpool ; Mr. William Blood, Chamber of Commerce, Liverpool ; 
Mr. Frederick Broadbridge, 15, Lord Street, Liverpool ; Dr. F. J. 
Bailey, 51, Grove Street, Liverpool; Dr. Rushton Parker, 61, 
Rodney Street, Liverpool; Mr. Charles F. Finney, 12, St. George’s 
Crescent, Liverpool ; Mr. T. E. Stephens, Lyndhurst, New Brighton ; 
Mr. R. P. Y. Simpson, 2, Mount Road, Liscard, Birkenhead ; Mr. 
Charles W. Jones, Field House, Wavertree; Mr. William Brown, 
Chairman, Free Library, Chester; Mr. F. F. Brown, Free Library, 
Chester ; Alderman James Hibbert, Preston ; Prof. W. A. Herdman, 
D.Se.; Mr. J. Fazakerley ; Mr. A. J. Johnson ; Capt. H. Waterhouse ; 
Mr. William Relton; Mr. John Lovell, Mercury Office, Liverpool. 

The President having delivered his Opening Address, it was agreed 
to take the Report of the Council on the work of the year and the 
Treasurer’s Report as read. The adoption of the former was moved 
and seconded by Mr. BRADSHAW and Mr. WALFORD. 

After a discussion, in which Messrs. MULLINS, BULLEN, HARRISON 
and OVERALL, took part, Mr. THOMAS moved that the further consi- 
deration of the Report should be adjourned until Wednesday morn- 
ing. This was seconded by Mr. OVERALL, and carried. 

Mr. WALFORD moved and Mr, CHANCELLOR CHRISTIE seconded the 
adoption of the Treasurer’s Report. 

After some remarks by Messrs. MULLINS, BULLEN, WALFORD, 
Bong, HARRISON, CONYBEARE, WRIGHT and THOMAS, the motion 
was carried. 








“* Accidentally omitted at p. 102. 
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Mr. STEVENS read his Paper on “The Rise and Growth of 
Public Libraries in America.” Str JAMES Picton having expressed 
the thanks of the meeting to Mr. StevENS for his Paper, a discus- 
sion followed, in which Messrs. HARRISON, STEVENS and WALFORD 
took part. 

Mr. CowELt then read his Paper on “The Origin and History of 
some Liverpool Libraries.” 

After the adjournment, Dr. Garnett, in the absence of the author, 
read Proressor R. K. Dou@tas’s Paper on “ Chinese Libraries.” 

Mr. STEVENS then read his Paper, entitled “Founders of Libra- 
ries: James Lenox.” After some remarks by Mr. WALFORD, the 
meeting adjourned, in order to enable members to avail themselves 
of the invitation of the Earl of Derby to visit Knowsley. The party 
on reaching Knowsley, after a pleasant drive, were received by Lord 
Lionel Cecil, and conducted through the library by Mr. Latter, the 
librarian, who also pointed out the works of art adorning the walls. 
A visit was then paid to the stables. 

In the evening the Library, Museum and Arts Committee of the 
Corporation gave a soirée and reception at the Walker Art Gallery. 


Srconp Day. 


The first business taken was the adjourned discussion on the 
Report. Mr. THOMAS having intimated that it would be convenient 
to take the Report paragraph by paragraph, moved “ That the illus- 
trations to the cataloguing rules be considered.” This was seconded 
by Mr. BARRETT, and carried. 

Mr. THoMAS proposed “That Messrs. ARCHER, HEATH and 
MADELEY be added to the committee appointed to consider the 
question of holding an examination of library assistants, and that the 
committee should report specially on Friday morning,” which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Tuomas moved, “That a committee be appointed to re- 
consider the constitution and to report thereon to the present meet- 
ing, and that the committee should consist of the Honorary Secretary, 
the Treasurer, and Mr. TEDDER.” ‘The motion was carried. 

Mr. Tuomas then moved, ‘‘ That the paragraphs headed ‘ Trans- 
actions’ and ‘Monthly Notes’ be adopted.” 

Mr. OVERALL moved, “‘ That for the future the two publications , 
of the society, viz., the ‘Annual Report’ and ‘Monthly Notes’ be 
combined, and that a yearly volume be issued in four quarterly parts. 
The papers, &c., read at the Annual Meeting to be printed in large 
type with separate pagination ; the monthly proceedings, notices, 
&c., ina smaller type, and separate pagination. A title-page and 
general index to be issued with the fourth part. 

“That Papers be printed in the order received by the Honorary 
Secretary. 

“That it be referred to the Council to carry into effect, and if 
found necessary to pay for the editing of the volume.” 

Mr. WALFoRD seconded the motion. 
After some remarks by Mr. YATES, the following amendment was 
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moved by Mr. BARRETT, “That the Transactions of the Annual 
Meeting be printed together with the ‘ Monthly Notes.’” 

A leng discussion followed, in which Messrs. TEDDER, HARRISON, 
YATES, CONYBEARE, HUDSON, STEVENS, BRADSHAW, Frost, LAw, 
WRIGHT, GARNETT, BULLEN, OGLE, MULLINS, THOMAS, COWELL, 
Bont, MADELEY, HUMPHERY and Sir JAMES Picron, took part. 
Mr. THOMAS having seconded Mr. BARRET?’s amendment, it was 
put to the meeting, and carried by 39 against 36. 

Mr. BRADSHAW moved, ‘“‘1. That whatever size be adopted the 
Notes of the Monthly Meetings and the Transactions of the Annual 
Meeting be printed in the same size. 

“2. That the ‘Monthly Notes’ and the ‘ Annual Transactions’ be 
printed on-separate sheets, under one cover, and a title be provided 
for each at the close of each yearly volume. 

“3. That such Papers of the preceding annual meeting as the 
Honorary Secretary can procure be issued at least once in three 
months.” 

“ OVERALL having seconded the motion, it was carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. THoMAS moved the adjournment of the discussion on the 
Report, which was agreed to. 

Mr. CHANCELLOR CHRISTIE then read his Paper on “ Old Church 
and School Libraries in Lancashire.” Dr. GARNETT, Messrs. HAR- 
RISON, AXON, WALFORD, YATES, LoMAx, BULLEN, STEVENS and 
Sir JAMES Picton, took part in the discussion which followed. 

After the adjournment, in the absence of Sir JAMES PICTON, the 
chair was taken by Mr. BRADSHAW, and Mr. LOVELL read his Paper 
on ‘The Functions and Operations of the Free Library System,” 
which was followed by some observations from Messrs. MULLINS, 
Yates and BrapsHAw. Mr. HENMAN then read his Paper on 
“Free Library Buildings, their Arrangement and Fittings.” A 
lengthy discussion followed, in which Messrs. FormBy, MADELEY, 
Mu uns, HEATH, WALFORD, BRISCOE, CHRISTIE and STEWART, took 
part. 

The meeting then adjourned for an excursion upon the River 
Mersey in a steamer placed at the disposal of the Association by the 
Dock Board. Visits were paid to the training ship “ Indefatigable ” 
and the Inman steamer, ‘‘ City of Chester.” In the evening the mem- 
bers of the Association were entertained at dinner, by the Local 
Executive Committee, at the Adelphi Hotel, under the presidency of 
SIR JAMES PICTON. 

TuHirD Day. 

The adjourned discussion upon the Report was continued. Mr. 
Thomas upon the paragraph headed ‘Free Libraries Bill,” moved 
“That the Council be instructed to obtain, if possible, a clause in 
the new Free Libraries Bill to secure an annual return on Free 
Libraries, and to draw up a schedule of questions on the subject.” 
The motion was seconded by Mr. HARRISON, and carried. Mr. 
Tuomas then moved the adjournment of the discussion, which was 
agreed to. 
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Mr. SMITH read his Paper on “ Library Pests.” A long discussion 
ensued, in which Messrs. HARRISON, COCKERELL, STEVENS, COWELL, 
WAKEFIELD, Sir JAMES Picron, WriGHT, CHRISTIE, BULLEN, 
GARNETT, BARRETT, MADELEY, FROWDE, Hoppes, OVERALL, VIRGO 
and BrIScoE took part. 

Mr. CREDLAND read his Paper on “Starved Free Libraries,” and 
Mr. Formpy read his Paper on “A proposed System of Differential 
Rating for Free Libraries.” Messrs. COCKERELL, TONKS, DRrom- 
GOOLE, AXON, Sir JAMES PicToN and HENMAN, took part in the 
discussion which followed. 

After the adjournment, Mr. BRADsHAw presided in the absence of 
Sir JAMEs Picton. Mr. SourHwarp read his Paper on “ Technical 
Literature and Free Libraries.” After some observations from 
Alderman SAMUELSON and Mr. OGLE, Mr. THomMas moved “ That 
the following gentlemen be added to the Committee on the Examina- 
tion of Library Assistants: Messrs, Law, PLANT, SMITH and VIRGO.” 
The motion was carried. 

Mr. WALForD then read his Paper on “ Early Laws and Regula- 
tions concerning Books.” After some remarks from Messrs. BULLEN, 
OVERALL, STEVENS and SourHwArD, Mr. WALFORD replied, and the 
meeting adjourned, 

In the afternoon a party of members visited Haigh Hall, and the 
treasures of its library were shown by the Earl of CRAWForD and 
BaLcarreEs. Other parties visited Messrs. Copr’s Tobacco Factory, 
the “ Alaska,” or the Mersey Tunnel Works. In the evening a dinner 
was given at the Town Hall by the Mayor, to which a number of 
members were invited. 


FourtTH Day. 


Mr. THOMAS, resuming the adjourned discussion on the Report, 
moved, with reference to the proposed visit to America, “ That the 
Library Association of the United Kingdom, assembled in Annual 
Meeting at Liverpool, congratulates the American Library Associa- 
tion on the success of their recent meeting at Buffalo, and that the 
American Library Association be informed that a deputation of our 
members will attend the next Annual Meeting of the American 
Library Association.” Mr. TEDDER seconded the motion, which, 
after Mr. ARCHER had extended a warm invitation for the Asso- 
ciation to visit Dublin next year, was unanimously carried. 

With regard to the proposed changes in the constitution, Mr. 
THOMAS moved ‘That the number of Vice-Presidents be limited to 
six.” Mr. LANCASTER seconded the motion. After some discussion, 
Mr. MULLINS moved and Mr. YArTEs seconded the following amend- 
ment, which was carried: “That after this meeting the number of 
Vice-Presidents be limited to twelve.” 

Mr. Tuomas then moved “That the number of London Members 
of Council should be ten, and that the number of Country Members 
of Council should be ten.” Mr. WALForD having seconded the 
motion, it was carried unanimously. : 

Mr. THomMas moved “That there be an entrance fee of 10s. 6d.” 
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Mr. WALFORD seconded the motion, which, after some discussion, 
was rejected. 

Mr. Tuomas moved and Mr. WALForD seconded “That after the 
next annual meeting the life subscription be raised from £5. 5s. to 
£7. 7s.” This was agreed to. 

Mr. MULLINS moved “ That Libraries and Institutions may receive 
the Transactions for the annual subscription.” Mr. OVERALL 
seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Mr. Wricut moved “That ‘ Monthly Notes’ be sent to Associates.” 
Mr. GRANT seconded the motion, but Mr. CocKERELL having moved 
as an amendment “That the matter be referred to the Council,” the 
amendment was carried. 

Mr. HumpHEeryY moved “ That the publications be no longer sent 
to members unless the two shillings for postage be paid; two months’ 
notice to be given of the enforcement of this rule.” Mr. MACALISTER 
seconded the motion. Mr. MADELEY moved as an amendment, 
“That the voluntary contribution of two shillings for ‘Monthly 
Notes’ be discontinued.” Mr. WAITE seconded the amendment, 
which was carried. 

The meeting then proceeded to the election of officers, and Messrs. 
BAILEY and MACALISTER were appointed Scrutineers. Dr. INGRAM, 
being the only person nominated, was declared to be duly elected 
President, and Mr. Tonks was unanimously elected a new Vice- 
President. 

Mr. CoNYBEARE drew the attention of the meeting to the work 
being done by the “Social and Political Education League,” by the 
means of the delivery of lectures, which were of great advantage 
when associated with Libraries. 

Sir JAMES Picton then, on behalf of the subscribers, presented to 
Mr. THOMAS a testimonial which had been subscribed for by members 
of the Association, and which took the form of a case of books. 
Mr. Tuomas having returned thanks, some remarks were added by 
Messrs. COWELL, YATES and HARRISON. 

It was agreed, in consequence of the pressure of business, that 
Mr. Tuomas’s Paper, “Q: an Experiment in Bibliology,” should be 
taken as read. 

Mr. THOMAS announced that the Committee on Size Notation had 
made but little progress since the Cambridge meeting. He then 
moved the following resolution of the Committee on the proposed 
Examination of Library Assistants: “That Messrs. THoMAS and 
TEDDER be appointed to draw up a syllabus of examination ques- 
tions, and a list of text books, and to submit the same as early as 
possible to this Committee, with a view of eliciting further sugges- 
tions. Afterwards that Messrs. THoMAs and TEDDER be asked to 
formulate a complete scheme.” Mr. OVERALL moved that the following 
rider be added to the motion: ‘That the examination questions and 
list of text books upon library management be referred to Messrs. 
CoweELL, MULLINS and SuTTON, to report upon.” Mr. Virco 
seconded the amendment. After some discussion, the amendment 
having been put to the meeting was negatived by a large majority, 
and the original motien was carried. 
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Mr. THOMAS then moved the alterations in the Cataloguing Rules 
proposed by the Committee, which were agreed to. It was also 
resolved, on the motion of Mr. THoMAS, seconded by Mr. CowELL, 
‘That the proposed illustrations be circulated, and that additional 
illustrations, and remarks on those now submitted, be invited.’ 

Mr. BARRETT moved “ That the Council be requested to draw up 
for the consideration of the Annual Meeting of 1884 a scheme for 
the classification of books in a library.” Mr. ARCHER having 
seconded the motion, it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. BAILEY moved, Mr. WALFORD seconded, and it was unani- 
mously agreed, “That the hearty congratulations of the Library 
Association of the United Kingdom be offered to Dr. PooLE upon 
the completion of his ‘ Index to Periodical Literature.’” 

Mr. ARCHER moved and Mr. HAGGERSTON seconded the motion, 
“ That the Annual Meeting for 1884 be held in Dublin.” This was 
also carried unanimously. 

It was agreed upon Mr. THOMAS’s motion, seconded by Mr. 
WALFORD, “That Mr. AGAr’s name be added to the names of the 
auditors elected.” 

Mr. BRADSHAW moved and Mr. CHANCELLOR CHRISTIE seconded 
a vote of thanks to the Library, Museum and Arts Committee of the 
Corporation of Liverpool, which was enthusiastically carried by 
acclamation. SIR JAMES PICTON replied. 

Mr. WALFORD moved, and Mr. MULLINS seconded, a vote of 
thanks to the Mayor. The motion was unanimously agreed to. SIR 
JAMES PICTON undertook to convey the expression of the Associa- 
tion’s thanks to the Mayor. 

On the motion of Mr. HARRISON, seconded by Mr. OVERALL, a 
vote of thanks to the Local Executive Committee was carried with 
acclamation. Mr. STewArt replied. 

A vote of thanks to Lords DeRBy and CRAWFORD was moved by 
Mr. BULLEN, seconded by Mr. HAGGERSTON, and carried unani- 
mously. A similar vote to the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board 
and the Local Institutions of Liverpool was passed on the motion of 
Mr. YATES, seconded by Mr. BARRETT. 

Mr. BRADSHAW moved and Mr. THoMas seconded a vote of thanks 
to Mr. CowELL, which was enthusiastically accorded by the meeting. 
Mr. CowELL replied. 

Sir JAMES PicTON brought the meeting to a close with a few 
remarks; and Mr. BRADSHAW having asked for one hearty expres- 
sion of good-will to their President, the Sixth Annual Meeting of the 
Association broke up amidst loud cheers. 

It was announced that the following members were elected to 
serve on the Council for the ensuing year :—London members: W. 
R. DoutuwaiTE, H. A. Extot, A. J. Frost, R. Garnerr, W. H. 
OVERALL, R. F. SkeTcHLEY, H. Stevens, H. R. Tepper, C. 
Wetcu and H. B. WHEATLEY. Country members: W. ARCHER, 
F. T. Barrett, J. P. Briscozr, W. J. HaGeerston, Rev. J. C. 
Hupson, T. G. Law, C. Mapetey, C. E. Scarse, W. H. K. 
Wricut and J. Yates. ‘Treasurer: R. Harrison. Secretary : 
E, C, THOMAS. 
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As soon as the meeting ended, Sir JAMES Picton conducted the 
members over the museum. A second party also visited Haigh 
Uall during the afternoon, and the same excursions as on the pre- 
vious day were available for those who wished to take part in them. 





OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING. 


The first Monthly Meeting of the Seventh Year of the Association 
was held at the London Institution on Friday, October 5th, 1883, 
at 8 p.m., Dr. RICHARD GARNETT in the chair. 

The names of the following gentlemen, being engaged in Library 
administration, were announced as having joined the Association : 
Mr. W. GitstraP, Fornham Park, Bury St. Edmunds; Mr. J. Bass 
MULLINGER, Librarian, St. John’s College, Cambridge ; Mr. ALFRED 
MILNER, Librarian, Subscription Library, Hull. 

The following gentlemen were proposed for election at the next 
Meeting: Mr. T. C. HILTON, proposed by the Treasurer, seconded 
by the Secretary ; Mr. JAMES SAMUELSON, of Birkenhead, proposed 
by Dr. Garnett, seconded by the Secretary. 

The death of Mr. J. F. Nicholls, Chief Librarian, City Free 
Library, Bristol, was announced. 

The resolutions passed at the Liverpool Meeting were formally 
reported. 

There being no other business, the Meeting adjourned. 





OBITUARY : JAMES FAWCKNER NICHOLLS. 


The citizens of Bristol were suprised lately by the receipt of a 
telegram from Goodwick, Fishguard, announcing the nearly sudden 
death of Mr. J. F. Nicholls, F.S.A., the first chief librarian of the 
City Free Library. Mr. Nicholls had gone to Fishguard to enjoy 
with his family his summer holiday, and was on the eve of returning 
to his duties when, on Sunday, September 16th, he was seized with an 
inflammatory attack which ended fatally on the following Wednesday 
morning. 

He was born at Sidmouth, Devon, May 26th, 1818,’ and was 
therefore in his 66th year at his decease. His father was a builder ; 
and he himself, after spending a couple of years at sea, became 
engaged in business pursuits until the time of his succeeding Mr. 
George Pryce, F.S.A., as custodian of the Bristol City Library, 
which was founded as far back as 1613, becoming the nucleus of 
the present central library and its branches under the Acts. 

Mr. Nicholls was a zealous labourer in the field of local archeology, 
and produced several works illustrative of the history of Bristol and 
its neighbourhood. ‘ How to see Bristol,” is the title of a shilling 
handbook, and “ Pleasant Trips Out of Bristol” is that of a second 
work ; both of which have proved successful. He was joint author 
with Mr. John Taylor, of the Museum Library, of “ Bristol, Past 
and Present,” a well illustrated work, published by Arrowsmith, 
Bristol, two years ago, which was favourably reviowed by the leading 
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literary and other journals. Mr. Nicholls wrote the first and third 
volumes of this work, comprising the civil history, and Mr. Taylor 
the second volume, which treated of the ecclesiology of the grand 
old town of which it is the subject. His earliest work, however, 
was “The Remarkable Life, Adventures and Discoveries of Sebastian 
Cabot” (1869), who was a Bristol native, or, at least, resided in Bristol. 
A sketch of Mr. Nicholls appeared in the Biograph of November, 
1881, to which we may refer our readers for further details.—T. 


THE RAISING OF THE LIBRARY RATE. 

THERE can be no doubt that of the various matters discussed at our 
Liverpool Meeting the proposal to raise the Library rate is that 
which has most interested the public generally. This is sufficiently 
indicated by the numerous references to the subject in the daily 
press. That it should greatly interest our own members was a 
matter of course. It seems unfortunate, however, that there should 
be so much difficulty in deciding what was the general result of the 
discussion upon the subject. Mr. H. R. Tedder, in the Academy, 
held that “the discussion tended to show that at present it would be 
undesirable to alter the provisions as to the rating.” Mr. Axon 
writes to the Academy to complain that this statement is not accurate, 
and thinks, on the contrary, that “undoubtedly it is considered 
desirable by the Committees and Managers of many even of the most 
important towns where Libraries and Galleries exist.” He says 
further, that “the feeling of Manchester, Salford, Birmingham, 
St. Helen’s and Oldham, so far as they were represented at the 
Meeting, was shown to be in favour of Mr. Credland’s suggestion, 
while the opposition came from the Recorder of Sudbury [Mr. 
Cockerell of Cambridge] and the representative of Liverpool, where 
their exceptional rating powers give them a sufficient income.” 

To this Mr. Tedder replied, in the next number of the Academy, 
(Oct. 6) that ‘as there was no vote taken upon the question, it would 
be impossible to prove what was really the feeling among individual 
members,” but “that, although he was not himself present at this 
particular discussion, he sees no reason, to alter his opinion.” He 
goes on to say that “it is quite obvious that the penny rate is fre- 
quently insufficient to sustain an adequate Library;” but thinks “an 
increase of the lawful maximum” as “a matter which is not at all likely 
to meet with the approval of Parliament.” He tells the friends of 
Libraries, therefore, that they should “ resist any proposal to increase 
the present rating under the Acts. They ought to refuse to accept 
an alternative between this position and the doing away with the 
Fublic Libraries Acts altogether, so as to give power to local autho- 
rities to establish their own Libraries without special legislation of 
any kind.” This may be so, but it must be remembered that the 
“doing away with the Acts” means an unlimited rate. We must 
confess that we are not quite convinced by the logic which holds the 
increase of the maximum to 2d. be not at all likely to meet with 
the approval of Parliament, while it seems to think that Parliament 
will cheerfully agree to an indefinite increase of the maximum. 
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Meantime our friend Mr. Formby has had less than justice dealt 
out to him by the daily press. The Pall Mall Gazette of Sept. 17 
wrote as follows :— 


“The multiplication of Free Libraries is a matter of such vast social 
importance that it is not surprising if its advocates should allow their zeal 
to outrun their discretion, and that is undoubtedly the case when they 
propose, as Mr. Formby did before the Library Association, to raise the general 
maximum of the rate which may be imposed for the maintenance of Public 
Libraries above its present limit of a penny in the pound. For what is the 
argument by which the adoption of any rate at all for that purpose is still in 
many places successfully resisted? Just this, that once begun, it will not stop 
at a penny. While so many towns still hesitate to sanction even a penny rate, 
for fear of the thing going further, the friends of Free Libraries would do well 
to be careful how they frighten them any further by talking about a sixpenny 
rate,” 


To this Mr. Formby replied in a letter which it may also be worth 
while to reproduce from the Pall Mall of 24th Sept. :— 


“Ts the writer of the paragraph in your Saturday’s issue aware that a bill, 
backed by Mr, C, H. Hopwood, M.P. for Stockport, known as the ‘ Manchester ’ 
bill, proposes a general rate for Free Library purposes of 2d, in the pound? It 
has now been before Parliament for a considerable time, having been blocked 
more than once by Mr. Warton, M.P. for Bridport. Is he also aware that at 
least three Municipalities, one being of first-class importance, have already 
power under local Acts to levy more than the regulation penny in the pound 
for the support of their Free Libraries if they think proper to do so? The 
question of raising the Free Library rate was publicly mooted as far back as 
1872, in that not obscure publication, the Westminster Review, by Mr. James 
Hanson of Bradford, He says: ‘In all towns and parishes where the rate will 
not raise £200, a year, we suggest that it should be three-halfpence.’ I do not 
think, therefore, I can be fairly charged with precipitancy in this matter, 
especially as the penny rate has now been levied for more than a quarter of a 
century. I entirely repudiate any intention to advocate the universal raising 
of the rate beyond the penny in the pound. I do advocate a larger rate for the 
small market towns and boroughs than for the larger communities. It is 
obvious they require it more. A careful perusal of the full text of my Paper 
would show that I divide the whole of the incorporated towns into three classes. 
In the first class, with moneys for Free Library purposes of over £500. per 
annum, I propose no change whatever. In the second, including all between. 
£200, and £500., I suggest a varying rate not exceeding 2d. in the pound. In 
all towns with less than £200. per annum I recommend permission to levy a 
varying rate, not exceeding 6d, in the pound, so as to produce that amount, 
which would really give that power to the full extent to less than a dozen 
towns, with or without Free Libraries, out of a total of about 250. As the 
discussion on my Paper was not really finished, owing to the expiration of the 
time allowed for the sitting, I had then no.opportunity for reply or explanation; 
hence a good deal of the misapprehension which has arisen respecting it.” 

EpITor. 





LIBRARY CATALOGUES AND REPORTS. 


London: British Museum. Luther Exhibition, 1883, in the Grenville 
Library. Arranged by G. Bullen, F.S.A., Keeper of the Department 
of Printed Books... 1883. Price Twopence. 8vo. pp. 42. 

We learn from Mr. Bullen’s introduction that this Exhibition has its origin 
in asuggestion made by Dr. Ginsburg, the eminent Hebrew Scholar, to Mr. Bond. 
Mr. Bond at once cordially adopted it, as did also Mr. Bullen and the other 
heads of Departments. The collections thus brought together consist of (1) 
Printed Books and Broadsides; (2) Manuscripts; (3) Portraits; (4) Medals, 
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and is as might have been expected full of instruction and interest. The whole 
has been carefully catalogued, and for the better understanding of the exhibition 
a biographical sketch of the Great Reformer is prefixed to the Catalogue. 


Cambridge Public Free Library, Guildhall. Twenty-eighth Annual 

Report, 1882-83... 8vo. pp. 13. . 

The additions to the Library were 1388 vols., of which 424 were presented. 
The number of volumes now in the Library is Reference Department 7,472 ; 
Lending Department 17,132; Barnwell Branch 3,685. The issues were 79,578 
volumes being an increase of 5,019 over the previous year of the books kept in 
the Reading Room now numbering 1036 volumes “ only two small volumes of 
the value of four shillings were lost during the year.” In the Lending Depart- 
ment “it is a fact worth recording that during a period of twenty-five years not 
a single volume has been absolutely lost.” ‘The amount received from the rate 
for the year ending August 31st was £690. 9s. 63d. 


Dublin. Report of the Committee named on 2nd April, 1883, 
re Establishing and Maintaining of General Libraries... Dublin, 
1883. 8vo. pp. 25 (523-547). 


The Committee was appointed in pursuance of a resolution of the Sth March, 
1883, “to report as to the extent to which it would be desirable to avail of the 
Public Libraries Acts in Dublin, by establishing General Libraries in situations 
convenient for the people ; the committee to consider and report specially as to 
the adapting of existing buildings to the objects of the Acts; and also as to the 
cost both of putting such a scheme in operation and of maintaining it in the 
future.” We hope to say something as to this interesttng report on a future 
occasion; meanwhile we may mention that the committee considering the 
existing advantages for general readers make it unnecessary to maintain 
Reference and Central Libraries. They recommend that two substantial houses 
be maintained as Reading Room and Lending Library open throughout the day 
and evening. The cost of maintenance including repayment of preliminary 
loan is put at £1000. per annum. 

République Frangaise. Préfecture de la Seine. Commission des 
Bibliothtques. Rapport présenté par M. Edmond Dardenne, Chef 
de Bureau. Paris, 1883. 4to. pp. 71. 

We have already referred in these pages to the circumstances in which this 
Report has its origin. It is a very valuable and interesting document, contain- 
ing an account of the various popular Libraries in Paris and in the Department 
of the Seine, preceded by an account of the Bibliotheque Administrative. The 
collection of facts is supplemented by a review of the work done by Popular 
Libraries outside France—in England, Switzerland, Belgium and the United 
States. As will be seen from an announcement in this number we propose to 
call further attention to this Report. 

The Bristol Free Library, as most of our readers are aware, does 
not print an Annual Report. The late Mr. Nicholls furnished us 
with the following figures just before his lamented death. The 
issues for the last year were—in the Reference Department 84,056, 
in the Lending Deportment 353,657, an increase upon the previous 
year of 9,318. The number of volumes in the four Libraries was 
51,521. The income derived from the rate is £3,400. 








LIBRARY NOTES. 

Bansury.—Mr. Bernhard Samuelson, M.P., the Chairman of the 
Royal Commission on Technical Education, has offered to present a 
building to the town of Banbury, costing several thousand pounds, 
to be used as a Literary Institute. 
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BELFAST: FREE Liprary AND ArT GALLERY.—The Belfast Town 
Council have decided to award the premiums in the competition for 
designs for the new Free Library and Art Gallery as follows: 1, Mr. 
Lynn, of Belfast ; 2, Messrs. Maxwell and Tuke, of Manchester ; 3, 
Mr. Johnson, of London. 


BIRMINGHAM.—At the opening of the Session of the Mason 
Science College on October 2nd, the Bailiff, Mr. Alderman Richard 
Chamberlain announced that they had now over 14,000 volumes in 
the Library. This great increase was chiefly due to the liberality of 
the Chairman of the Library Committee, who had also prepared a 
very useful Catalogue of the whole of the vast number of serials in 
the possession of the College, thus rendering them accessible to the 
students, 


BRISTOL.—We regret to have to record the loss by death of one of 
our members, Mr. J. F. Nicholls, Chief Librarian of the City Free 
Library, Bristol. The news came upon us the more unexpectedly as 
we were in correspondence with Mr. Nicholls within a very brief 
space of his decease. Some account of his life and labours will be 
found on another page. 

In reply to the invitation issued by the Committee of the Library 
with a view to appointing a successor to Mr. Nicholls, 94 applications 
were received. Our readers will be glad to learn that our colleague, 
Mr. Taylor, of the Bristol Museum and Library has been appointed. 


CAMBRIDGE: St. JOHN’s CoLLEGE.—Mr. T. Bass Mullinger, M.A., 
has been appointed to the Librarianship of St. John’s College. Mr. 
Mullinger is well known as the historian of his University, and for 
his numerous contributions to historical science. He is the author 
of the bibliographical portion of the well-known “ Introduction to 
English History.” 


EALING.—The Reading Room of the Free Library was opened on 
August Ist, by the Chairman of the Committee. The Committee 
have leased for two years the premises formerly occupied as an 
institute ; the Reading Room being upon the first floor, and the 
Lending and Reference Libraries upon the ground floor. Mr. Thomas 
Bonner has been appointed Librarian. 


GLAscow: MITCHELL LipraRy.—A donation of unusual extent 
and value has just been made to this Library by Mr. Alexander 
Gordyne. Mr. Gordyne has taken great interest in the “ Poets’ 
Corner of this Library since its formation, and his gift of about 
2,250 books and pamphlets, besides adding to the general stores of 
the Library, strengthens the department of Scottish poets by con- 
siderably over 1,000 new volumes. The gift includes many interesting 
specimens of early Glasgow and Provincial presses, and some broad- 
sides and chap books of special rarity. Nearly all the books are 
enriched with notes by the collector as well as by newspaper cuttings 
and other illustrations. We hope to be able to give a fuller account 
of the collection. 
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HAVERHILL.—On the 28th of August a new public hall, presented 
by Mr. D. Gurteen, and including reading room and a library, was 
opened by Lord Waveney at Haverhill, near Cambridge. 


Lonpon : SouTH KENSINGTON MusEuM.—We are requested to 
announce that the Dyce and Forster Reading Room, at the Museum, 
is now open on Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturdays, from 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m., and on other days from 10 a:m, until 4, 5 or 6 p.m. according 
to the season. The room is lighted by electric lamps. 


MANCHESTER.—The Manchester Technical School was formally 
opened on Friday evening, September 28th, by Mr. Bernhard 
Samuelson, M.P., Chairman of the Royal Commission on Technical 
education. The School has been formed by the conversion of the Me- 
chanics’ Institution, and already a sum of £7,460. has been promised 
to defray the expenses of formation. The delivery of Mr. Samuelson’s 
addressed was followed by a distribution of prizes. Mr. Slagg, M.P., 
expressed a hope that one of the conclusions of the Commission would 
be a recommondation to Parliament to impose a rate for the support 
of technical education. 


NEWARK: GILSTRAP FREE LIBRARY.—We have already noticed the 
opening of the Gilstrap Free Library, which took place on July 26th. 
We have now to record that the townspeople of Newark invited 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilstrap to a soirée which was held on August 27th in 
the Corn Exchange. An address was presented to Mr. Gilstrap on 
behalf of the town, and a deputation of children presented to Mrs, 
Gilstrap a poetical address, which was we understand written by 
Mr. R. F. Sketchley. 

NORTHAMPTON: FREE LIBRARY AND Musgeum.—The premises, 
consisting of a wing of the old prison which are in future to form the 
Library, Reading Room, and Museum of the town, were opened on 
Monday evening, October 8th, by the Mayor. The Rev.G. Nicholson, 
Chairman of the Library Committee, made a statement of the circum- 
stances under which the removal had taken place, and congratulated 
the town on the acquisition of a room, which would for many years 
to come, serve their requirements much better at all events than the 
old one. He confessed that the Library was not in a satisfactory 
position, there having been a very large number of volumes given 
them that were not adapted for general reading, and which only 
served the purpose of accumulating dust. Then books of more 
general and lighter reading needed to be replaced and they were in 
terrible want of a new catalogue, their present one being only of the 
books belonging to the old Mechanics’ Institute. Mr. Nicholson 
concluded by an appeal to the public for funds, which would untie the 
committee’s hands. The Mayor then formally declared the Reading 
Room to be opened. 

OxFoRD: PusEY MEMORIAL LipRARY.—The Rev. Charles Gore, 
Fellow of Trinity College, has been appointed the first Librarian of 
this Library. © 

PiymoutH : Free Pusiic Liprary.—We have received a copy 
of an official statement setting forth the operations. and advantages 
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of the various departments of the Institution, which has been recently 
printed for extensive circulation especially through the outlying 
districts of the town, with the view of reaching many who do not 
at present use the Library. We regret that the demand upon our 
space will not allow us to print the circular in full; but we must 
call attention to the fact that a Form of Application for a Bor- 
rower’s Ticket is printed on the back—an arrangement with obvious 
advantages. 


SALFORD: RoyAL MuseuM AND Liprary.—The Committee have 
arranged for a Course of Free Popular Lectures during the autumn 
and winter months, which “are intended to show the use and value 
of the Books in the Library, Objects in the Museum, and Paintings 
in the Galleries, as aids to the Study of Literature, Science and 
Art. The Lectures in the First Course will be as follows :—Oct. 
24th, “The History of Picture Books,” by Mr. W. R. Credland ; 
Nov. 7th, “ Leaves, their Varied Forms and Curious Functions,” by 
Mr. Richard Astley ; Nov. 21st, ‘The Border Ballad,” with illustra- 
tive Readings, by Mr. George Milner ; Dec. 5th, “Some Birds Useful 
to Mankind,” by Mr. Edward Kirk; Dec. 19th, “On Poetry,” with 
illustrative Readings, by Mr. George Evans. A Second Course will 
be given in the New Year. 


Wican.—The Wigan Observer contained an excellent account of 
the recent visit of the Library Association to Haigh Hall and to 
Wigan, of which we hope to make good use in the volume devoted 
to the Liverpool Meeting. We observe also that the Librarian at 
Wigan, our friend Mr. Folkard, is contributing a series of interesting 
papers to its columns under the title of “A Journey round the Wigan 
Reference Library,” an excellent idea. 





Our members will have received with much gratifaction the an- 
nouncement that a Civil List pension has been granted to our 
honorary member, Mr. Edward Edwards. Mr. Edwards has just 
issued a further prospectus of the intended new edition of his 
Memoirs of Libraries, to be printed for subscribers only, which “it 
is hoped may be ready for issue in June, 1884.” The prospectus is 
dated from Sea-View, Nilon, Isle of Wight. 


A numerous and influential committee has been formed for the 
purpose of securing funds to provide a memorial to the late Professor 
Jevons. Some of our members who have a recollection of the keen 
interest which Prof. Jevons took in our. proceedings, will doubtless 
be glad to have this opportunity of testifying their appreciation of 
one who was unrivalled for wide sympathies in everything that con- 
tributed to human welfare and his genuine personal kindliness. The 
treasurer to the fund is Mr. T. R. Wilkinson, Manchester and Salford 
Bank, Manchester. It is suggested that the memorial might take 
the form of a Studentship in Economic and Statistical research. 


Our readers will be interested in knowing that Mr. Jno. Hallam, 
the chairman, and Mr. James Bain, the librarian of the new public 
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library at Toronto are at present in this country, where they are 
purchasing books for the library. They are anxious, as our members 
are already aware, to secure a good attendance of English librarians 
at a library conference proposed to be held at Toronto in August of 
next year. 

Stimulated by the example of ‘Dr. Poole, Signor Narducci has 
written a letter in which he suggests to his fellow librarians the 
compilation of a general index to the periodical publications of Italy, 
including those of academies and learned societies. 

At the Southport Meeting of the British Association Papers were 
read by Mr. James Heywood, on “Statistics of the Notting Hill Free 
Library,” and by Prof. Leone Levi on the ‘‘ Importance of Public Free 
Libraries in the interests of education.” 

The August, September and October double numbers of Dr. 
Petzholdt’s excellent Anzeiger contain an account of the library belong- 
ing to the Imperial Post Office at Berlin, which has recently been care- 
fully examined and arranged for the purpose of being catalogued. The 
first volume of the Catalogue is ready ; the second part, to contain 
the maps belonging to the department, is being prepared. The 
number of volumes in the library on the 1st of May was 14,420. 


We have received a communication from Professor Schulz, the 
librarian of the German Reichsgericht, whose Catalogue we noticed 
in our March number, with reference to the projected new library 
journal for Germany. It is proposed to issue it with the new year, 
and it will be under the direction of Dr. O. Hartwig, Oberbiblio- 
thekar of the Universitiits-bibliothek, Leipzig, and Professor Schulz 
himself. It will be called the “Centralblatt fiir Bibliothekswesen.” 


Mr. Cotgreave informs us that one of his indicators to represent 
40,000 volumes has been adopted for the Central Lending Library at 
Leeds. His indicator has also been adopted at Ealing and Portsmouth. 


The Report of the Imperial Public Library of St. Petersburg has 
been issued, from which it appears that the accessions of printed books 
during the year were 24,843, and of MSS. 421, besides maps and 
plans, engravings and photographs. The Library was used by 12,277 
persons who made use of 270,009 volumes, ete. and 267 manuscripts. 


Bodley’s Librarian has addressed the following letter to the 
literary journals :— 

Bodleian Library: Sept. 1, 1883. 

“ Probably few people know that a Subject-Catalogue of the Bodleian 
has been for some years in compilation from a spare set of the slips 
written for the Alphabetical Catalogue. As the volumes in the 
library would be not far short of a million and a quarter, if each 
volume as issued had been bound separately; and as no pains will 
be spared to insure that the Subject-Catalogue shall be perfectly 
simple to use, as well as thorough in point of subdivision, it will, I 
trust, be far the most valuable index to knowledge which has ever 
been produced. Despite increased efforts, however, somé years must 
elapse before its completion (indeed, the first great section will not 
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be ready for another year), and I am anxious that during the interval 
our labours should be of as much immediate use as possible. 

If any reader in the library wants to know what we have on: his 
special study, we are always ready to get the titles relating to it 
sorted out there and then; and we can generally put them before 
him—arranged in chronological order—in an hour or two. We can- 
not offer to do the like for anyone or everyone, however, because we 
should be so overwhelmed with applications that the special staff 
employed would have to be multiplied far beyond our means to 
afford any hope of promptly satisfying them. But, if anyone who is 
preparing for publication a bibliography of any subject (to appear as 
a distinct work, and not merely as an appendix to a book) will write 
to me, I will try to get the titles relating to that subject immediately 
separated and arranged for him to come here and look at them. If 
he cannot come here, I can probably recommend him someone who 
will copy or collate the titles for him. Even this offer may bring 
more applications than we can meet without materially delaying the 
systematic progress of the catalogue. I can only say that our best 
shall be done to help all, and that if we are obliged to disappoint 
anyone he shall at least not be kept waiting for an answer. 

May I, at the same time, contradict a report circulated by various 
papers that I undertake to send anyone immediate notice of any 
book on his special subject which may be added to the Bodleian ? 
Some day that may be feasible ; at present it is not, and the offer 
was mace only to persons anthorised to read in the library. All ‘ 
Oxford graduates, however, in all parts of the world, come under 
that category; and we shall be only too glad to be of use in this 
way to them, and to any other of our former readers who are now at 
a distance from us.” 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


Somebody, in last issue of Monthly Notes (p. 116), signing himself 
“V. O. X.,” asks some librarian to help him understand what the 
reference “Mo. R.” in “ Poole’s Index” means. I beg to inform 
him that it means ‘‘ Monthly Review,” and not “ Modern Review ” 
as he supposes—the abbreviation of the latter serial being ‘Mod. R.” 
If he had looked before he wrote he would have found this informa- 
tion on page xvi. of the Introduction, under the heading “ Abbrevia- 
tions.” W. F. Poo. 

Public Library, Chicago, September 26, 1883. 


| We feel that we owe Mr. Poole an apology for not having looked 
the matter up ourselves before inserting the communication from 
V. O. X.—who, we are sure, will be the first to regret what appears 
to be an unfortunate slip.—Ep. M. N.] 
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